
GREATER PORTLAND TENNIS COUNCIL PORTLAND WORLD TEAM TENNIS 
RULES, GUIDELINES AND POLICY 

(April 2019) 

 

This document provides detail of the Greater Portland Tennis Council (GPTC) and Portland World Team 

Tennis rules and guidelines. This document may be amended each year to reflect changes to guidelines 

and policy. In some cases, published National WTT rules may not be consistent with guidelines published 

here. In these cases, Portland WTT has adopted a guideline or policy to meet the needs and demands of 

our local league.  

 

Rule Change effective 2017 season, as voted on by 2016 Captains and will continue for 2019 season: 

1. Winning teams must either move up to the next division OR are allowed to keep only 4 

players from winning season roster. 

 

If you have questions, please email Katie Kniesteadt at pdxwtt@gmail.com. 
 

IMPORTANT 2019 SUMMER INFORMATION 
● Team registration closes Friday, May 10, 2019. 

● Number of players per team is 16 (excluding substitution players, see “Substitution Players”) 

● Summer league is scheduled to run May 28 thru August 29, 2018.  

● $375 team fee (for 3.0, 3.5, and 4.0 divisions) due by Friday, June 1, 2019.  

● $275 team fee (for 4.5, 5.0+,  2.5, and Super Senior divisions) due by Friday, June 1, 2019.  

● Pay online via Paypal at www.gptenniscouncil.org or send check to WTT c/o GPTC, 16055 SW Walker 

Road #119, Beaverton, OR 97006 (make check payable to GPTC).  

 

PORTLAND WORLD TEAM TENNIS  
This tennis league, with the exception of rainouts and makeup matches, uses outdoor courts.  Portland 

WTT is operated by the GPTC. For more information, visit www.gptenniscouncil.org. 
 

TEAMS 
Each team consists of a minimum of four players (two men and two women) and may hold a maximum of 

sixteen (16) players.  Note: Only 10 players are eligible to compete at WTT Regional and National events. 

One player on a roster may be replaced due to injury only if the injured player will not return for the 

remainder of the season. 

 

PLAYER PARTICIPATION 
Adults (18 & over) on or before May 1, 2019 may register for the league. 

 

A player MAY play on teams in multiple divisions.  A player MAY NOT play on multiple teams within the 

same division.  If a division is divided into flights, a player MAY NOT play in more than one flight.  

 

SUBSTITUTE PLAYERS 
Teams are allowed two substitutes per season. The substitute must have the same NTRP rating as, or 

lower than, the team rating.  If a team registers a substitute who competes in two matches, the player is 

considered a member of that team and is not eligible to compete on another team in the same division.  
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PLAYER RATINGS 
Captains are responsible for ensuring their players are playing at the correct level. All players must 

have a USTA rating or be Self-Rated and registered on the WTT website. For self-rating, WTT uses the 

National Tennis Rating Program (NTRP) for determining your appropriate level of competition.  See NTRP 

Guidelines on www.gptenniscouncil.org. 
 

TEAM RATINGS  
The average NTRP rating of the top four players on your team determines the team rating. This 

assumes the remaining players on a team are rated lower than the team rating. If you have one player 

above the team rating, you can only have two players rated at the team rating, and all remaining 

players must be rated below the team rating. 

 

Example 1: Joe 4.5 Mary 4.0  Example 2: Joe 3.5 Mary 3.0 

 Tom 4.0 Jill 3.5   Tom 3.0 Jill 3.0 

 Bill 3.5 Gail 3.5   Bill 3.0 Gail 3.0 

 Joe 3.5 Mary 3.5   Joe 2.5 Mary 2.5 

 Jim 3.0 Joan 3.5   Jim 2.5 Joan 2.5 

       

The best four players are: 4.5, 4.0, 4.0, and 

3.5; totaling 16. 16 divided by 4 equals 4.0. 

This team would register for the 4.0 

division.  

 The best four players are: 3.5, 3.0, 3.0, and 

3.0; totaling 12.5. 12.5 divided by 4 equals 

3.125. 

This team would register for the 3.5 division. 

 

**Portland World Team Tennis team rating rules are not the same as National WTT rating rules. Please 

disregard information about determining your team rating at www.wtt.com. Portland World Team Tennis 

allows only one player rated over the team’s NTRP level to compete on a team. If your team is 

interested in competing beyond the local level, be aware of the differences and requirements for national 

events. 

 

WARM-UP, CHANGING ENDS, LINE-UPS 
Please limit warm up to 10 minutes prior to the start of the match and 5 minutes in between sets.  

 

After every 4 games, players change ends of the court.  

  

Team captains must submit starting lineup to opposing team captains before the start of each set. 
Players cannot play in both mixed doubles. One score card can be used.  Score cards are available online 

at www.gptenniscouncil.org. 
 

SERVICE ORDER 
The HOME team serves first in both doubles sets and the 6th set mixed doubles.  The AWAY team serves 

first in both singles sets and the 5th set mixed doubles.  (Note: service order is indicated on the score card.) 

The receiving team for each set determines which end of the court to begin receiving on.  
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ORDER OF PLAY 
The match format consists of six (6) NO-AD sets; the order of play is as follows:  

● Men’s and women’s doubles 

● Men’s and Women’s singles 

● Two (2) sets of mixed doubles (always played last) 

 

If both teams are willing, teams may agree to change the order of play to accommodate a team request or 

due to court issues. 

 

SERVICE LETS 

Service lets are played. When a serve hits the net and bounces within the service court, the ball is playable. 

In doubles, either player on the receiving side may return the ball after it bounces. If any player on the court 

calls “let”, he/she loses the point. If players on both teams call “let”, then the point will be replayed. 

 

COACHING 

Coaching is allowed as long as it does not interfere with continuous play. Coaching is not allowed while the 

ball is in play. We encourage team members to stand/sit along the court and support their teammates in a 

sportsmanlike manner. 

 
SET TIEBREAKERS 
If the score of a set reaches 7-7, a nine-point WTT tiebreaker will be played. The person who is next to 

serve begins the tiebreaker. Each player serves two points in succession starting from the deuce court. 

Players change ends only after the first four points. The first team (or player) to score five points wins the 

tiebreaker. If the tiebreaker reaches 4-4, the player who served the eighth point serves the ninth (final) 

point. The receiver has the choice of sides (except in mixed doubles which must be gender to gender). The 

winner of the ninth point is the winner of the set.  The tiebreaker can be won by one point. The tiebreaker 

counts as one game in the overall match scoring. 

 

MIXED DOUBLES 6TH SET 
Teams are encouraged to field their strongest mixed doubles team in the 6th set mixed doubles.  After 

both mixed doubles sets are finished and scores are recorded and totaled, the procedure is as 

follows: 

● If the leading team won the 6th set mixed doubles, the match is over. 

● If the trailing team won the 6th set mixed doubles, the match continues into Overtime until the 

leading team wins one game or until the score is tied. If a tie occurs, a Supertiebreaker will be 

played to determine the winner. 

● If the overall score is tied at the end of the 6th set mixed doubles, the match will automatically go 

into a Supertiebreaker. 

 

OVERTIME  
Overtime is a continuation of the 6th set mixed doubles. Once you have come out of the mixed doubles set, 
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you cannot return in Overtime. The first person to serve in Overtime is the person who was next to serve at 

the end of the 6th set.  If the 6th set ended in a tiebreaker, the player/team whose turn it was to serve first 

in the tiebreaker shall be the receiver in the first game of Overtime, continuing in the same service order. 

This Overtime rule gives the trailing team a chance to make a comeback (and emphasizes the importance 

of the mixed doubles set). The winning team shall receive one point for winning Overtime. 

 

SUPERTIEBREAKER 

If the match enters into a Supertiebreaker, a racquet spin will determine which team serves first.  The 

Supertiebreaker is mixed doubles and should be treated as a new set.  Substitutions are allowed.  Either 

player on the serving team may serve first.  In addition, court positions may be changed (i.e., person who 

played deuce court may switch to play the ad court position).  Each player serves two points in succession 

starting from the deuce court.  Players change sides only after the first six points.  The first team to score 

seven points wins the Supertiebreaker.  If the Supertiebreaker reaches 6-6, the person who served the 12th 

point will serve out the 13th (final) point.  Since this set is mixed doubles, the final serve will be gender to 

gender.  The team that wins the 13th point wins the Supertiebreaker and the match. The Supertiebreaker 

counts as one game in overall match scoring. 

 

SUBSTITUTIONS DURING PLAY 

A team can, upon completion of a point, substitute a player (same gender and registered on your team) into 

a set for any reason. Once a player is replaced he/she cannot return in that set. If a substitution occurs in 

doubles, the remaining player cannot change the side on which they receive or the service order.  

 

Substitutions are allowed in Overtime (if a player has not already played in mixed doubles) and the 

Supertiebreaker. Once a player has come out of any mixed doubles set a player cannot return in Overtime. 

 

Players cannot play in both mixed doubles sets. 

 

SCORE REPORTING 
Winning team captains report scores on wtt.com within 24 hours after the conclusion of a match.  The 

captain of the opposing team has up to 48 hours after the conclusion of a match to dispute the score 

entered online.  To dispute a score, please email the league coordinator with the full details of the reported 

score in question. 

 

To record scores during regular season, the team captain will: 

1. Log in at www.wtt.com. 

2. Follow the link to recreational leagues, and locate Portland, OR 

3. Click on Schedule & Results 

4. Use the captain log in on the left top corner. Passwords are emailed to captains at the beginning of 

the season. If you forget your password, email pdxwtt@gmail.com. 

 

Note all substitutions and the score at the time of the substitution in wtt.com and when reporting scores for 

flight round robins and playoffs. 
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MATCH BALLS 
Wilson is the official tennis ball of WTT. Tennis balls are included in the team fee and are given to each 

team captain at the beginning and throughout the season as necessary. 

 

The home team will bring match balls. Teams are provided two cans of balls per team match.  If you need 

additional match balls, they are available at Portland Tennis Center.  

 

SUMMER LEAGUE SITES AND MATCH TIMES 
Arbor Lodge Park Courts at 6:00, Matches begin at 6:30 pm  

Argay Park Courts at 6:00, Matches begin at 6:30 pm  

Berkeley Park, SE 39th /Bybee Courts at 6:00, Matches begin at 6:30 pm  

Gabriel Park Courts at 6:00, Matches begin at 6:30 pm 

Grant Park Courts at 6:00, Matches begin at 6:30 pm 

Irving Park Courts at 6:00, Matches begin at 6:30 pm 

Laurelhurst Park Courts at 6:00, Matches begin at 6:30 pm  

Mt. Tabor (West side, SE 60th/Main) Courts at 6:00, Matches begin at 6:30 pm  

Peninsula Park Courts at 6:00, Matches begin at 6:30 pm 

Portland Heights Courts at 6:00, Matches begin at 6:30 pm 

Portland Tennis Center Courts at 6:00, Matches begin at 6:30 pm  

Sellwood Park (West, nearest river) Courts at 6:00, Matches begin at 6:30 pm 

Washington Park Courts at 6:00, Matches begin at 6:30 pm  

Westlake Park, Lake Oswego Courts at 6:00, Matches begin at 6:30 pm  

Willamette Park Courts at 6:00, Matches begin at 6:30 pm 

 

If you arrive to your scheduled match location and the courts are unplayable, contact the league 

administrator. Your match may be able to be relocated. 

 

OTHER RULES 
1. Alcohol is NEVER permitted at GPTC Portland WTT events. 

2. Teams that have not paid their team fee by the playoffs will be deemed ineligible for play-offs. 

3. Inability to field a team – A team must have two men and two women to play a match. Teams 

unable to field a full roster may compete in the sets they are able to play based on available 

players. This is preferred to defaulting the entire match.  If a set is recorded as a default, the score 

should be recorded as 8-0. 

4. A 15-minute default rule is used. If a team match is defaulted, the match score should be recorded 

as 48-0 in favor of the team present. 

5. Given enough notice that a team cannot field a team for a match, the opposing team should try to 

reschedule, but has the right to refuse. 
6. Only active players can make line calls. Team members along or near the court cannot make line 

calls. 

7. If a player(s) on court forgets the score only the player(s) on court can discuss the score. Players 

and captains on the bench are not allowed to discuss or dispute scoring issues even if they believe 
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they know the correct score. 

8. If a player retires during a set and a substitute is not available, the score will be recorded with the 

games played standing, and the opposing team receiving 8 games. 

9. In the event a match is not completed, all games won/lost will stand. Neither team will receive a win 

or a loss but total games won/loss will be used for determining team standings. 

10. Teams must complete all regular season matches and flight round robins to be eligible for the 

playoffs. 

11. Players must abide by rules and codes of conduct at each site or facility. Site and facility personnel 

can report and file grievance of players not adhering to rules and codes of conduct to the GPTC 

Portland WTT League Director. 

12. If there is a medical incident or police involvement during a match an Incident Report must be 

completed by an attending player and witness. Incidents on court requiring urgent medical attention 

must be reported to the league director as soon as possible. The Incident Report is available 

on-line at www.gptenniscouncil.org. 
 

RAIN OUTS AND OTHER MATCH INTERRUPTIONS 
13. Captains will be notified via text by 4:00 p.m. on match day regarding weather rainouts or other 

conditions. In the event matches are canceled, the league director will follow up with captains, 

regarding make up games. 

14. Teams failing to show for a match or leaving a match before matches have been called by the 

league director due to inclement weather or other reasons may not be rescheduled. 

15. If matches were interrupted due to weather or other reasons, games won will stand.  

16. Teams are to remain on site and contact the league director to determine if courts are available 

nearby to continue match. If a team leaves the courts or park before receiving notice that matches 

are suspended, the team that remains on site will win all un-played games and could receive the 

win for the match. 

17. Write down what time play was stopped, who was on which side of the court, the score, the order 

of service, mark and keep the balls, etc. and show it to the other captain to agree.  

18. If it looks like play can resume within 30 minutes, please wait and finish match play.  

19. If play is delayed for 10-30 minutes all players are entitled to a 10 minute re-warm up before their 

set.  

20. If play is delayed for less than 10 minutes, you are to resume play immediately, no re-warm up. 

21. If there are multiple matches at one location, please only have one captain contact the league 

director. 

 

PLAYOFFS AND FINALS 
1. Players must compete in at least two regular season matches to be eligible to compete in the 

playoffs. 

2. If captains have reason to suspect foul play, the captain may request the player for an Identification 

(ID) check after the set is over. Report to the director after the match.The player in question has 24 

hours to present ID physically or electronically for verification. The player in question may cover up 

sensitive information, only name and photo is required. Failure to comply or if there is proof of foul 

play may lead to consequences for the player and or captain at the director’s discretion.  
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3. Playoff matches may be scheduled on a different night than the regular season matches. 

4. Playoff draws will be published at the conclusion of the regular season. Playoff draws are subject 

to change due to weather or other reasons. 

5. Season winners of any division (excluding newer leagues: senior, 2.5, 4.5, 5.0) must either move 

up to the next division the following season, or are allowed to keep only 4 players from winning 

season roster to ANY team of the same level. Newer leagues season winners with less than 8 

teams in the league will follow the drop 50% of their roster (rounded up).  

6. Divisions may compete using a schedule which permits the use of the four steps below to 

determine finishing position during flight play, and/or seeds or placement, in the playoff draw: 

● Team(s) with best overall won/loss match record 

● Head to head record among tied teams (if only 2 teams tied, if more than 2 teams skip to 

No 3) 

● Best overall winning percentage (total games won divided by total games played) 

● The team with the most total games won 

● For multiple flight seeding, a round robin will be used to determine seeding 

7. When using the four steps above is not possible, a seeding committee will determine the seeds for 

each division playoff draw, upon the conclusion of the regular season. The seeding committee’s 

decision is final.  

 

Playoff draws will be posted on www.gptenniscouncil.org. 
 

NATIONAL QUALIFIER ELIGIBILITY 
Winning teams of any official World Team Tennis (WTT) local league division are eligible to attend one 

National Qualifier within 12 months from the date their local league ends. Only those players listed on the 

original local league roster are eligible to play at a National Qualifier (there is a maximum of 10 rostered 

players per National Qualifier team). All players from the original roster must have played at least two local 

WTT matches for the qualifying team. The top team in each division from each National Qualifier will qualify 

for the WTT Nationals. Refer to www.wtt.com for more information and dates of regional and national 

events. 

 

GPTC Portland WTT will provide $400 to each team confirmed to have participated in a WTT National 

Qualifier or WTT National event. 

 

ROLE OF TEAM CAPTAINS 
A team captain organizes and ensures a full team is able to compete at each match. Team captains 

distribute all pertinent league materials and communication to team members, and collect and submit team 

payment. The team captain is responsible for all players to be registered as WTT members before they 

play their first match. Failing to properly register players before they play will result in a default against the 

player that is not signed up.  

 

Captains are responsible for ensuring their players are playing at the correct level  

 

At each match, the captain determines the lineup, makes substitutions, and ensures proper sequence of 
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sets. This person is also responsible for entering or confirming match results online or to the league 

director. If there is a dispute with  

 

Captains are responsible for notifying their team if matches are canceled or delayed. If a captain is out of 

town or will not be at a match, please inform the league director as to who will be the contact for the match, 

and provide their cell phone number. Captains are responsible for informing their co-captain about the rain 

out policy. 

 

Captains are also responsible for rescheduling canceled matches not rescheduled by the league director. If 

a match is canceled, the captains of the two competing teams will need to determine the best date and time 

to play a make-up match. Once a rescheduled match has a date and time, the captain must inform the 

league director of the date and a location preference. The league director will secure the permit and inform 

both captains the match is confirmed. 

 

ROLE OF LEAGUE DIRECTOR 
The league director is responsible for administration of the GPTC Portland WTT league. This person is 

responsible for pre-season league set up, open night plays, communicating with captains, and placing 

players in need of a team. Once registration closes, the league director will create site schedules, playoff 

and finals schedules, and provide necessary information to team captains. This person is also responsible 

for communications between WTT, court sites, the GPTC board of directors, team captains and players 

(when necessary), in addition to local media. Duties also include league promotion. 

 

GRIEVANCES 
Grievances are not part of World Team Tennis.  Disagreements should be handled on the court in a 

sportsmanlike manner.  We hope every league match is friendly, competitive, fair and fun for all players. 

Any significant concerns or problems on court should be reported to the league director in a timely fashion.  

 

Suggestions and comments are always welcome.  Let’s have fun and play some tennis! 
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